RULES AND REGULATIONS 

OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF AURORA, COLORADO

I.
Powers.
The Election Commission (hereinafter known as the “Commission”) shall have all of the powers and perform each of the duties specified in Article II of the Aurora City Charter together with any other duties or powers which may hereafter be conferred upon the Commission by the Charter of ordinances of the City of Aurora (hereinafter known as the “City”).

II.
Place of Business.
Commission meetings shall be held in any appropriate meeting place acceptable to the Commission within the City.

III.
Meetings:  Notice.
The Commission shall meet as necessary prior to municipal elections or any other time as determined by the City Clerk and the Chairman of the Commission.  All Commission members and staff support shall be notified of meetings by the City Clerk.  Special meetings may be called by the Chairman and/or City Clerk.

IV.
Conduct of Meetings.
A.
All meetings of the Commission shall be held in an orderly manner pursuant to a prescribed agenda.

B.
The Commission may only meet if a quorum is present.  A quorum shall consist of three (3) members.

C.
All meetings shall be conducted by the Chairman, or in her/his absence the Vice Chairman, or if both the Chairman and Vice Chairman are absent, by one designated as the presiding officer by the majority of the members present.

D.
All meetings shall be recorded by means of tape or stenographer.

V.
Qualifications for Members.
The members of the Commission shall be qualified electors of the City.  Members shall be appointed by City Council to four-year staggered terms.  During their term of office, members shall not hold any elective federal, state, county or city office, nor be employed by the City, nor shall they be candidates for any elective office in the City.  No spouses of either an Aurora Council Member or a candidate for the Aurora City Council may remain a member of the Commission.  The affected spouse must resign when either her/his spouse makes a declaration of candidacy for the office of Mayor or Council Member.

VI.
Duties.
The Commission shall make recommendations to City Council regarding ward boundaries, establish precinct boundaries within each ward and appoint Election Judges, if applicable, for each precinct for municipal elections.  Major ward boundary changes shall be made in conjunction with the Municipal Election in years ending in “3” and “9."  In addition, the Commission shall discuss and make recommendations to City Council if requested to do so by the City Council on all topics relating to municipal elections including ordinances and resolutions.

VII.
Casting of lots.
The Commission hereby adopts the following criteria as a guide in the event that voting for one or more office results in a tie vote in a municipal election.  As the City is a home rule city, the Commission would carry out the procedure of casting of lots to determine the person or persons elected.

A tie vote would only be declared after canvass of votes by the City Clerk.  This canvass shall be done as soon as practicable after the day of the election.

A.
If a tie vote is determined, the Commission through its Chairman shall notify the candidates involved of the date, time and place of the “casting of lots” by the Commission.

B.
This “casting of lots” shall take place at a time, place and date determined only by the Commission.

C.
Affected candidates may attend and witness this process.

D.
The Commission may request the presence of a Municipal Judge to witness this process.

E.
No less than three (3) Commission members shall be present at the meeting for “casting of lots” to determine the person elected in a tie vote.

F.
If a three-member Commission is present at the meeting to break a tie vote, the name of each candidate involved in the tie vote will be placed in three (3) separate sealed envelopes and placed in a container from which each of the three (3) members will draw one (1) envelope.

G.
If a four member Commission is present at the meeting to break a tie vote, the Chairman will not participate in the process to break a tie vote and the procedure in “F” will be followed.

H.
If a five member Commission is present at the meeting to break a tie vote, the name of each candidate involved in the tie vote will be placed in five (5) separate sealed envelopes and placed in a container from which each of the five (5) members will draw one (1) envelope.

I.
In “F,” “G,” and “H,” the candidate whose name is drawn the majority of times will be declared the person elected to the office.  A simple majority will prevail.

J.
Candidates’ names will be typed on paper ready for review before insertion in the envelopes.  Commission Chairman shall, in the presence of attendees at the meeting, place the proper number of names in envelopes pursuant to “F,” “G,” or “H.”

K.
The “casting of lots” by the Commission will be final.

L.
Any further concern regarding the election of such candidates must be addressed through the provisions of the Colorado Municipal Election Code entitled “contests.”

M.
The City Clerk shall cause the Statement and Certificate of Determination to be completed and properly certified to the Secretary of State based on the outcome of the “casting of lots.”

The procedures for “casting of lots” by the Commission shall be completed as soon as practicable prior to the beginning of the term of office in question.

VIII.
Recall.
The Commission by authority of Article IV, Section 4-3, of the Aurora City Charter adopts Rules and Regulations regarding recall of public officers of the City from the office of Ward Council Member, At-large Council Member, or Mayor by incorporating by reference Chapter 54, Article III of the Aurora City Code as if this section was set forth fully herein, as Chapter 54, Article III is amended from time to time by City Council.

IX.
Election of Officers.
A.
Chairman.

A Chairman shall be elected from the voting members of the Commission upon the resignation of the previous Chairman or upon expiration of the term of office.  The member so selected shall serve as Chairman for the duration of her/his term of office as a member.

B.
Vice Chairman.

A Vice Chairman shall be elected from the voting members of the Commission at the first meeting of each year or at the time a new Chairman is selected.

C.
In the event of a vacancy in either of the above-mentioned positions an election to fill the vacancy shall take place within ninety (90) days subsequent to the occurrence of the vacancy.

X.
Agenda Format.
The format of the agenda shall follow the model found in Attachment A.

XI.
Miscellaneous.
The Rules and Regulations set forth herein may be amended from time to time upon the affirmative vote of a majority of the Commission.
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